
2-112.        Keeping animals. 

It shall be unlawful for the owner, lessee, occupant or person in charge of any premises in the city to 
possess and maintain any animal or fowl within the city or permit to be maintained thereon any stable, shed, 
pen or other place where horses, mules, cattle, sheep, goats or swine, or undomesticated animals are kept. 
This provision shall not apply to: 

(a)   The maintaining of a stockyard or sales barn for the loading, unloading, temporary detention and 
sale of such livestock, if the location of such stockyard or sales barn does not otherwise violate the zoning 
ordinances of the city; 

(b)   The maintaining of dogs which are regulated by Article 2 of this chapter; 

(c)   The maintaining of non-poisonous arid non-vicious animals and fowl which are commonly kept 
as household pets, such as cats, hamsters, rabbits, parakeets, and comparable animals, when kept as 
household pets and in a safe and sanitary manner in accordance with section 2-113 of this chapter; 

(d)   The transporting of animals through the city by ordinary and customary means. 
(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-113.        Animal traps. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to use, place, set out, or deploy any animal trap aboveground, which 
makes use of a spring gun, spring jaws, clamping devices, cutting or stabbing mechanism or any other 
devices that will damage or severely injure any animal when caught or trapped by the device or trap; except 
that nothing herein contained shall prohibit the use of animal traps that are so designed to trap and hold 
animals without injuring the animals. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-114.        Nuisance; animal activities prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal to keep or maintain such animal in the city so as to 
constitute a nuisance. For the purpose of this section, nuisance is defined as any animal which: 

(a)   Molests or interferes with persons in the public right-of-way; 

(b)   Attacks or injures persons, or other domestic animals; 

(c)   Damages public or private property other than that of its owner or harbored by its activities or 
with its excrement; 

(d)   Scatters refuse that is bagged or otherwise contained; 

(e)   Causes any condition which threatens or endangers the health or well being of persons or other 
animals. 

If a summons is issued charging violation of this provision, a subpoena shall also be issued to the 
complainant to testify to the nuisance under oath. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 



2-115.        Noisy animals. 

The keeping, or harboring of any animal which by loud, frequent and habitual barking, howling, 
yelping, mewing, roaring or screeching shall disturb the peace of any neighborhood is hereby prohibited. It 
shall be the duty of any person harboring or keeping such loud or noisy animal or animals to abate the 
condition, and if he or she fails to do so, the city may abate it by taking up, impounding and/or disposing 
of the animal at the expense of the owner. The owner or keeper of any animal violating the provisions of 
this article shall be subject to prosecution as set forth herein. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-116.        Confinement of dogs in heat. 

Any unspayed female dog in the stage of estrus (heat) shall be confined during such period of time in 
a house, building or secure enclosure, and the area of enclosure shall be so constructed that no other dog or 
dogs may gain voluntary access to the confined animal except for purposes of planned breeding. Any animal 
that is in the state of estrus (heat) and that is not properly confined, or any such animal that is creating a 
neighborhood nuisances, shall be removed to a boarding kennel, to a veterinary hospital or to the animal 
shelter. All expenses incurred as a result of the confinement shall be paid by the owner. The owner of 
animals removed to the animal shelter shall be charged at the rate established from time to time by the 
animal shelter for routine confinement. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-117.        Animal confines; shelters. 

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain any animal in any yard, structure or area 
that is not clean, dry and sanitary, free from debris and offensive odors that annoy any neighbor, and devoid 
of rodents and vermin. 

(b)   All dogs and cats kept in an outside area or yard shall be kept within a fence of sufficient height, 
strength, and design so as to prevent the dog or cat from escaping from the premises. Electronic animal 
containment barriers shall be allowed so long as it is of sufficient strength to contain the animal. No dogs 
or cats shall be allowed to run at large unless such animal remains on the owner’s premises; or be kept on 
a chain or leash unless the chain or leash is under the immediate and direct control of the owner or keeper 
of the dog or cat; or unless the dog or cat is within a fenced area as set forth herein. 

(c)   Excrement shall be removed at least once each week from any animal shelter, pen or yard area 
where animals are kept, or more often if necessary to prevent or control odors, fly breeding, or rodent 
infestation. If excrement is stored on the premises by any animal owner, it shall be stored in adequate 
containers with fly-tight lids, and all such stored or accumulated wastes shall be disposed of at least once 
each week; 

(d)   All animal shelters, pens and yards shall be so located that adequate drainage is obtained, normal 
drying occurs, and standing water is not present. 

(e)   All animal shelters and board fences confining animals shall be maintained in good repair, and all 
animal shelters and board fences confining animals subject to residential and commercial classification 
shall be protected from deterioration by painting or comparable treatment. 



(f)   Barbed wire fences and electrically charged fences shall not be permitted for animal confines 
except on properties for which an agricultural classification permit is held or where the barbed wire fence 
or electrically charged fence is protected by an exterior fence. 

(g)   All premises on which animals are kept shall be subject to inspection by the animal control officer, 
duly authorized law enforcement officer, or public health official. If the officer or official determines from 
such inspection that the premises are not being maintained in a clean and sanitary manner, he or she shall 
notify the owner of the animals in writing to correct the sanitation deficiencies within 24 hours after notice 
is served on the owner. Any animal kept under any condition which could endanger the public or animal 
health or create a health nuisance may be impounded. Animals shall be released after fees are paid and 
cause for impoundment has been corrected. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-117A.     Same; stockyards; commercial holding pens. 

Animal shelters owned or operated as a stockyard or commercial holding pen shall be adequately 
maintained and cleaned as often as is necessary, as determined by the health officer, to control fly breeding 
or to control other conditions adversely affecting the public health including the following: 

(a)   Collected fecal material and other solid organic waste shall be disposed of at a sanitary landfill, 
fertilizer processing plant, or by proper dispersal on land used for agricultural purposes. 

(b)   Grain or protein feed shall be stored in tightly covered rodent- proof metal containers or rodent-
proof bins. 

(c)   Premises subject to the terms of this section shall be maintained free of rodent harborage and in 
accordance with sections 8-601:608 of this code. 

(d)   Wherever reasonable, use shall be made of anti-coagulant rodenticides for the c6ntrol of rodents 
and organo-phosphorus insecticides for the control of flies or any other effective chemical means for the 
control of rodents and flies. 

(e)   Wherever reasonable, use shall be made of soil sterilants and herbicides or other effective means 
for the control of weeds and grass around structures and buildings. 

(f)   Enclosures including fences where animals such as horses, cows, sheep and goats are maintained 
shall be constructed in a manner, using dimension lumber materials, or other effective means to prevent 
such animals from breaking out or causing hazard to persons or property. 

(g)   The solid wastes accumulated from the cleaning of animal shelters and holding pens maintained 
by persons subject to a residential classification permit as herein provided shall be stored in metal 
containers, with tight- fitting metal lids, and all such stored or accumulated wastes shall be disposed of at 
least once each week. 

(h)   Holding lots, pens and floors of sheds and buildings where animals are held and which are 
maintained by persons subject to a commercial, industrial or agricultural classification permit according to 
the terms of this chapter shall be surfaced with concrete or asphaltic materials and that the drainage system 
of such surfaced areas shall include proper retaining walls and traps to control the waste from draining into 
watercourses and such drainage system shall be subject to the approval of the health officer. The health 
officer shall waive this standard for domestic animal holding operations where such animal holding is 



longer than 24 hours for any domestic animal involved or where dirt lots are more appropriate to the proper 
care of cattle, horses or sheep. 

(i)    Solid wastes accumulated from the cleaning of animal shelters and holding pens maintained by 
persons subject to a commercial, industrial or agricultural permit according to the terms of this chapter shall 
be stored on concrete slabs or other facilities, such as dirt lots on which is stockpiled manure with an 
exposed perimeter as approved by the health officer; provided that all solid waste shall be properly disposed 
of at least once each week or as may be approved by the health officer. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-118.        Death of animals. 

All dead animals shall be disposed of by the owner or keepers within 24 hours of the animal’s death, 
by burial, incineration in a facility approved by the animal control officer, by rendering or by other lawful 
means approved by the animal control officer. No dead animal shall be dumped on any public or private 
property. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-119.        Vicious animals. 

(a)   Prohibited: It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, possess or harbor a vicious animal within 
the city. Impoundment of animals whose owners have been cited for violation of this section shall be at the 
discretion of the animal control officer. If the animal presents a clear and present danger to the public health 
or safety, it shall be the duty of the animal control officer or his or her agent to impound such animal. 

(b)   Defined: For purposes of this chapter a vicious animal shall include: 

(1)   Any animal with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause 
injury or to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals; or 

(2)   Any animal which attacks a human being or domestic animal without provocation; 

(3)   Any animal owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of fighting or any animal 
trained for fighting; 

(4)   Any animal which is urged by its owner or harbored to attack, or whose owner or harbored 
threatens to provoke such animal to attack, any law enforcement officer while such officer 
is engaged in the performance of official duty. 

(c)   Complaint: Whenever a sworn complaint is filed in the municipal court against the owner of an 
animal alleging that such animal is vicious and in violation of this section, the municipal judge shall hold a 
hearing to determine whether or not the animal is vicious within the meaning of this section and thereby in 
violation of this section. The owner of the animal shall be notified in writing of the time and place of the 
hearing at least one week prior to the hearing. In making a determination, the municipal judge shall consider 
the following: 

(1)   The seriousness of the attack or bite; 

(2)   Past history of attacks or bites; 



(3)   Likelihood of attacks or bites in the future; 

(4)   The condition and circumstances under which the animal is kept or confined; 

(5)   Other factors which may reasonably relate to the determination of whether or not the animal 
is vicious. 

The municipal judge shall order the impoundment, the muzzling in accordance with subsection (d) 
and/or the confinement of the animal accused of being in violation of this section in a manner and location 
that will insure that it is no threat to persons or other animals pending the outcome of the hearing. If such 
impoundment, muzzling or otherwise safe confinement is not possible or if prior court orders to restrain 
such animal have gone unheeded, the municipal judge may order the animal immediately destroyed. 

(d)   Vicious Dogs to be Muzzled: It shall be the duty of every owner, keeper or harborer of any dog 
in the city, which dog is vicious or has been known to bite, chase, or run after any person or animal in the 
streets, alleys, or any public place in the city, to keep the same muzzled with a good and sufficient wire or 
leather muzzle, securely fastened so as to wholly prevent such dog from biting any animal or person until 
such time as a determination has been made by the court as to whether the dog is vicious or not. Any person 
owning, keeping or harboring any dog within the city limits contrary to this section shall be guilty of a 
violation of this code. 

(e)   Immediate Destruction: Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the animal control 
officer or any law enforcement officer from taking whatever action is reasonably necessary to protect 
himself or herself or members of the public from injury or danger, including immediate destruction of any 
vicious animal without notice to the owner. 

(f)   Release of: If a complaint has been filed in the municipal court against the owner of an impounded 
animal for a charge under this section, the animal shall not be released except on the order of the municipal 
judge, who may also direct the owner to pay all impounding fees in addition to any penalties for violation 
of this chapter. The municipal judge may, upon making a finding that an animal is vicious or that it 
represents a clear and present danger to the citizens or to other animals in the community, order the animal 
to be destroyed in a humane manner by the animal shelter. Surrender of an animal by the owner thereof to 
the animal control officer does not relieve or render the owner immune from the decision of the court, nor 
to the fees and fines which may result from a violation of this section. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-120.        Running at large. 

It shall be unlawful for any dog, cat, or other animal or fowl to run at large within the city. Any dog, 
cat, or other animal or fowl found at large shall be impounded as provided in section 2-121 and the owner 
thereof shall be subject to prosecution as set forth herein. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-121.        Impoundment; fee; notice; record. 

(a)   The animal control officer or law enforcement officer shall impound any animal or fowl found at 
large in the city or constituting a nuisance or otherwise in violation of this chapter in a suitable pound or 
enclosure provided or contracted for by the city. The impounding officer shall make diligent inquiry as to 
the owner of the animal and shall notify the owner thereof of such impoundment as soon as reasonably 
possible. 



(b)   The city shall be entitled to receive from such owner an impoundment fee: 

(1)   For a licensed animal impounded the first time; $15 plus any boarding expenses incurred 
with impoundment authority. 

(2)   For a licensed animal impounded a second time within 12 months of the first impoundment; 
$30 plus any boarding expenses incurred with the impoundment authority. 

(3)   For a licensed animal impounded a third time within 12 months of the first impoundment; 
$50 plus any boarding expenses incurred with the impoundment authority. 

(4)   For an unlicensed animal; $50 plus any boarding expenses incurred with the impoundment 
authority. 

(c)   In case the identity of the owner of the impounded animal or fowl cannot be ascertained, the 
animal control officer or police officer shall, upon taking any such animal into custody and impounding the 
same, make a record thereof, with a description of the animal and the date and place taken into custody and 
the place of impounding, and shall thereupon immediately post a public notice stating that the animal, 
describing the same with the date and place of taking, has been taken up, and that unless the charges of 
impounding the same, together with any license fees due and unpaid, are paid within three business days 
from the date of the notice, that the animal will be disposed of as provided in this code. 

(d)   The animal control officer shall each month submit a report to the city clerk showing the number 
of animals impounded and disposed of, and the fees collected pursuant to this article and shall pay those 
fees to the city clerk for credit to the general operating funds. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Ord. 8901, Sec. 2; Code 2015) 

2-122.        Redemption of impounded animals. 

At any time before the sale or destruction of any animal impounded under the provisions of this article, 
except for animals impounded under sections 2-115 (vicious) and 2-119 (rabid), the owner thereof may 
redeem the animal by paying the animal control officer or any person in charge, the impounding fee. and 
all costs incurred as a result of such impoundment. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-123.        Impoundment of rabies suspects. 

(a)   Any law enforcement officer or local health officer may take up, upon private or public property, 
any animal which has bitten or scratched a person or other animal and impound the animal in the city pound, 
securely penned and separated from other animals, or in a veterinary hospital or animal care facility for a 
period of not more than 30 days during which time the local health officer shall determine whether or not 
such animal is suffering from a disease and, if not, the local health officer shall authorize the release of the 
animal upon payment by the owner of the boarding fee therefore. The health officer may authorize the 
keeping of any such animal on the owner’s premises if the owner produces a rabies vaccination certificate 
showing that the animal has valid rabies vaccination protection. Impoundment costs shall be borne by the 
owner. If in the opinion of the local health officer symptoms develop justifying a microscopic examination, 
then the animal shall be killed and examination made by the state board of health. 

(b)   In lieu of the provisions of subsection (a), the owner of any such animal may, at his or her own 
expense, take such animal to any duly qualified and licensed veterinarian in the city for observation. Such 



veterinarian shall report his or her findings in writing to the local health officer. If in the opinion of such 
veterinarian a microscopic examination is justified, then the animal shall be turned over to the animal 
control officer or any law enforcement officer to be killed and examination made by the state board of 
health. 

(c)   Any animal desired for observation by the local health officer under this section shall be delivered 
to the animal control officer or any law enforcement officer upon demand and shall not be withheld, hidden 
or harbored. Any person violating this provision shall be guilty of a violation of this code. Upon refusal of 
any person to so deliver such animal, the municipal judge shall cause a warrant to be issued for the arrest 
of such person, which warrant shall also provide for the surrender of the animal and shall be lawful authority 
for the apprehending and forcible taking of such animal. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-124.        Animals bitten by rabid animals. 

Whenever a dog, cat or other animal is bitten by a rabid animal or an animal later proved to have been 
rabid, it shall be the duty of the owner of the animal that is bitten, to report that fact to the local health 
officer and/or the police department. It shall also be the duty of the owner of the bitten animal to either 
destroy or have his or her bitten animal destroyed unless: 

(a)   The animal which was bitten had been vaccinated against rabies at least three weeks before being 
bitten and has a current vaccination; and 

(b)   If the bitten animal has a current vaccination, it shall be confined for 90 days; and 

(c)   The bitten animal shall be released from confinement only upon written order from the local health 
officer, who declares the animal to be free of rabies; and 

(d)   If the animal is found to have contracted rabies during confinement, it shall be properly disposed 
of. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-125.        Vehicular accidents involving animals. 

Any person who as the operator of a ·motor vehicle strikes any animal shall stop at once and shall 
immediately report such injury or death to the owner of such animal, or in the event that the owner cannot 
be ascertained, and located, the operator shall at once report the accident to the animal control officer or 
any law enforcement officer. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 

2-126.        Emergency; proclamation. 

The mayor is hereby authorized whenever in his or her opinion the danger to the public safety from 
rabid animals is made imminent to issue a proclamation ordering all persons owning any animal in the city 
to confine the animal in a good and sufficient enclosure from which the animal cannot escape, or fasten 
such animal by means of a chain on the premises where the owner may reside, for such time as may be 
specified in such proclamation. Any animal not confined during such time may be disposed of wherever 
found by any police officer, or the animal control officer of the city. The owner of such animal shall be 
prosecuted for such violation thereof. 

(Ord. 2007-4; Code 2015) 



2-127.        Fines and punishment. 

Unless otherwise provided herein, the violation of any of the provisions of this article shall be 
considered a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by a fine and all court costs and expenses incurred in 
the enforcement thereof as follows: 

(a)   For a first offense, a warning citation shall be issued; 

(b)   For a second offense, a fine of not less than $25.00; 

(c)   For a third offense within 12 months, a fine of not less than $50.00; 

(d)   For all subsequent offenses within 12 months, a fine of not less than $150.00. 
 


