CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
September 10, 2024
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Jon Prescott, and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.  City attorney Jane Isern and councilmember Scott Tillotson were not present, city administrator Chris Komarek was present. Also present was Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune and Robert Suelter filling in for Jane Isern.
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Irlan Fullbright requested an addition to the agenda for an executive session for the discussion of non-elected personnel.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve minutes for the August 13, 2024, council meeting, seconded by Jon Prescott Councilmember.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                             to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember    Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: None
H. VISITORS: Jon Perron, Kevin Clair, Seth Schartz, Jarrod Carr, Brittney Bailey, Chance Bailey, Lacey Schofield, Travis Hardcastle, Stephanie Dunnaway, Carol Gilmore.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: A service award was presented to the following city employee for his years of service to the City of Ellinwood.  The award was presented to:
Kevin Clair – 25 years – Street Department

2. Demolition Bids for 207 South Humbolt: At the August council meeting the city council held a public hearing and then passed a resolution condemning the dilapidated structures located at 207 South Humbolt.  A 
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request for bids to remove the structures were sent to two area demo contractors.  The city received one bid from Stone Sand Company in the amount of $6,180.00.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the demolition bid from Stone Sand in the amount of $6,180.00, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
3. Public Power Week Proclamation: Mayor Irlan Fullbright presented to city council a proclamation recognizing Public Power Week October 6th through October 12th. The proclamation promotes to citizens the value of a city owning their own power systems.
4. Discussion of Solid Waste Program: In recent discussions it was decided to pursue the possibility of contracting out the solid waste program.  Presented to council was a draft of an RFP (Request for Proposal) for solid waste services. The RFP will be published in the paper and sent to two local vendors who have expressed interest.  The RFP requested sealed bids be returned by 1:00 p.m. on October 14, 2024.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to move forward with the RFP process, Councilmember Kirk Clawson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
5. Solar Discussion:  There has been a request to consider Net Metering for a local business who wants to install solar panels on an empty lot.  Jon Perron presented the differences between Parallel Generation and Net Metering to the council.  No action was taken.
6. Purchase of Electric Poles: The Electric department is requesting the purchase of various sizes of electric poles due to supply becoming low.  Several quotes have been provided including sizes and costs of poles.
Vendor                                       Class/      Quantity      Price      Extended

                                                   Length                                       Price

Bell Lumber & Pole Co.        3/40                 21           $571       $11,991.00

                                               4/30                   3           $311
     $     933.00

                                               3/35                 12           $460       $  5,520.00
Total                                                                                             $18,444.00
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Vendor                                       Class/      Quantity      Price     Extended

                                                   Length                                      Price

      Power Line Supply                     3/40            23            $760      $17,480.00
                                                          4/30              3            $420      $  1,260.00

                                                          3/35            12            $620      $  7,440.00

            Total

                                                                             $26,180.00

Thomasson Company

    3/40            23            $980      $22,540.00
                                                                4/30              3            $540      $  1,620.00
                                                                3/35             12           $790      $  9,480.00
            Total                                                                                            $33,640.00

Stella-Jones


    3/40            23            $518      $11,914.00

                                                    4/30              3            $282      $     846.00
                                                    3/35            12            $417      $  5,004.00

 Total







     $17,764.00

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the quote from Stella-Jones in the amount of $17,764.00 not including sales tax, seconded by Jacque Isern Councilmember.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
7. Quote for Trenchless Excavation on Water Project: In preparation of the downtown street scape project, city personnel are replacing the 8” water main in the first two blocks of main street.  Staff feels that the block of Main Street between 1st and 2nd street can be replaced by boring the entire distance of approximately 375’. Staff received a quote from M&D of Hays to do this work in the amount of $38.00/ft, resulting in an estimated cost of $14,250.00.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the quote from M&D of Hays in the amount of $38/ft of trenchless excavation, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
8. Discussion of Health Insurance Renewal: Staff presented to council information relating to the renewal of the City’s current health insurance plan which takes effect November 1st.  The city is again eligible for Blue Edge Level Funding plan offered through Blue Cross & Blue Shield which 
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is a partially self-funded plan. This plan renewal premium has a small decrease, with no changes to benefits. 
The city currently pays 100% of the employee plan and 75% of spouse and dependent coverages.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern, to approve the BXBS Blue Edge level funded plan with contribution levels to continue at 100% for employee and 75% for dependent and spouse coverages. Motion seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

9. TASC Cafeteria Plan Renewal: The City currently contracts with Total Administration Services Corporation (TASC) to provide a Section 125 Cafeteria Plan, including a Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA to employees which provides them the opportunity to deduct their share of health insurance premiums pretax and allows employees to pay their share of medical expenses and daycare expenses on a pre-tax basis. The City’s payroll costs are also reduced because social security contributions are reduced for each dollar of employee participation. The recommendation from TASC is to review the plan annually for any benefit changes and approve the plan document as presented. Presented to council was the Summary Plan Description for the City’s Section 125 Cafeteria Plan for the plan year November 1, 2023, through October 31, 2024.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the renewal of the Cafeteria Plan and Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA accounts as presented with no other benefit changes for the period November 1, 2024, through October 31, 2025, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.
10. Discussion of Purchase of Police Vehicle: During the building of the 2025 budget, staff reviewed the police vehicles currently in use and determined it would be beneficial to replace the oldest vehicle with the highest miles out of the 2024 budget year, eliminating the need to purchase any vehicles in 2025 and hopefully defer any future purchases until late 2026 or 2027.  Presented to council were the following quotes:
City of Eastborough - Used 2022 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup      $38,000.00 
Superior Emergency Response Vehicle -  
                                    2024 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup               $50,631.90.  
                                    2024 Dodge Durango                              $53,144.40. 
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Council discussed the lower cost of the used vehicle versus the newer vehicle with 30,000 fewer miles and an additional 2 years of warranty.  Both vehicles would possibly be available for delivery within the next 30 days.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the purchase of the used 2022 Dodge Ram pickup from the City of Eastborough in the amount of $38,000.00, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

11. Staff Report:    
a. Water tower re-coated – fill with water on Wednesday next week.
b. Wolf hotel sidewalk project to start Monday 9/16/24
c. PD – received praises with elderly couple – Ramsey. Reed saw a suspicious vehicle at city park and found drug paraphernalia and called in the Barton County Sheriff's Office for assistance.
d.  August 26th – SW Power Pool EEA1 event – KPP reached out to us to generate and carry the city for a couple of hours.
12. Executive Session for Discussion of Personnel matters of Non-Elected Personnel: An executive session is requested for discussion of personnel matters of non-elected personnel.  A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA75-4319(b)(1) for the purpose of discussion of personnel matters of non-elected personnel.  The executive session will last for ten (10) minutes beginning at 8:22 p.m. and ending at 8:32 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time.  The persons to remain for the executive session are the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. The governing body recessed into executive session at 8:22 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 8:32 p.m. No action was taken.  A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to recess into executive session for an additional five (5) minutes for the discussion of personnel matters of non-elected personnel pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(1). The executive session will last for five (5) minutes beginning at 8:34 p.m. and ending at 8:39 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time. Persons to remain for the executive session are the Governing Body, City Administrator and City Attorney.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 8:34 p.m 
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Meeting reconvened at 8:39 p.m.  No action was taken.

J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for August, 2024.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for August and an EMS report for calls for August.

K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Jacque Isern that the meeting be adjourned at 8:41 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
